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Editorial Matters

Welcome to the 22nd anniversary issue of Locus.
There isn’tanything special about it except the cover,
and alas, the new higher price. In fact, it’ssmaller than
the last couple of issues. It isn’ta trend or harbinger
of the future; we just managed to get all the existing
material into print earlier than usual.

Locus has now been in existence for parts of four
decades. Its beginnings were tied closely to the '60s in
both intent and execution —the casual slapped-to-
gether style and the colorful look. The *70s covered
the sometimes painful switch from a casual fannish
weekend endeavor to a trade journal about sf, which
eventually became a full-time job. Even in 79, when
I was doing nothing else, it was still a stop-gap meas-
ureuntil Iwent back toengineering, ormadea success
of writing. The '80s were the period of growth and
change. Locuswas in the right place at the right time
as the sf, then fantasy, then horror fields went from
minor genre to big time midlist (and bestseller!) pub-

lishing. Ican’t giveyou a date when I realized I had a
new permanent vocation, but itwas probably when |
found myself becoming a manager with a staff, when
Ino longerwas able to enter subscriptions, do most of
the packing, chase after bookstore accounts, etc.
Ironically, lactually enjoyed all that, and had given up
engineering because | was becoming a manager in-
stead of just doing straight technical work.

W hatwill the "90s bring? Atthe moment, I'm pretty
satisfiedwith the magazine, but I know thatwon’t last.
(It never has!). Besides, Locus isas big as it can get in
sizeand circulation to be run as it is (I've said that be-
fore, too). It’sstill, after 22 years, put togetherin the
living room (and lately, the kitchen) and mailed by a
gang of friends in exchange for dinner and conversa-
tion. We've had a few nibbles from large companies
(and even a corporate raider!) wanting to take over
Locus until they discovered our corporate setup

Continued on page 49
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